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Because the Scriptures occupy a central place in 

the revelation of God to man, they must              

therefore play a critical role in Christian          

Education.  The goal of Christian Education is to 

allow the students to gain a solid knowledge of 

Scripture and to impart to them the theological 

tools necessary to cultivate a Biblical worldview.  

Only then will they be able to grow and mature 

into the people that God has called them to be in 

relation to their family, their church and to the 

world at large. 
 

Conclusion 
As J. Gresham Machen has stated, òA Christian 

boy or girl can learn mathematics, for example, 

from a teacher who is not Christian; and truth is 

truth however learned.  But while truth is truth 

however learned, the beginning of truth, the 

meaning of truth, the purpose of truth, even in 

the sphere of mathematics, seem entirely differ-

ent to the Christian from that which they seem to 

the non-Christian; and that is why a truly Chris-

tian education is possible only when Christian 

conviction underlies not a part, but all, of the 

curriculum of the school.ó  
  

 

Geneva Academy is a member of  

The Association of Classical   

& Christian Schools 

AN INTRODUCTION  TO 

The mission statement of Geneva Academy is 

to assist parents in the education of their 

children.  Geneva Academy is committed to 

imparting a classical Christian education by 

means of classical methodology.  The curricu-

lum is founded upon a Scriptural worldview 

in both content and perspective. 

The specific objectives of Geneva Academy are: 

1. To offer students a Christ-centered                 

education according to the highest                

academic standards. 

2. To educate students in the scholastic                   

disciplines of our great Western                      

civilizationõs intellectual tradition. 

3. To develop in each student a worldview 

based upon the foundation of the historic 

Christian faith in the light of our Biblical 

and Reformed heritage. 

4. To enable students to cultivate sound 

thinking, godly character traits, and the 

ability to acquire, process, express and 

defend knowledge from a Scriptural  per-

spective. 

5. To offer students a solid Christian and 

scholastic foundation that will make it 

possible for them to excel in all that God 

calls them to do throughout their lives. 
 

A major focus of Geneva Academy is to en-

courage students to fulfill the Biblical                  

mandateð to love their neighbor, act justly, 

love mercy, walk humbly before God and  

glorify Him in all things. 

 

 

 



What Is Classical Education? 

   Classical education is the return to a 

structure and methodology of learning that 

includes academic disciplines and  a cur-

riculum which produced the great cultural 

flowering of Western Civilization over the 

past one thousand years.  Classical learning 

follows a traditional educational pattern 

called the òTrivium.ó  

This pattern consists of 

three successive stages, to 

wit, grammar, dialectic, 

and rhetoric. 
 

Grammar Stage 
This stage is from kindergarten to the sixth 

grade.  Its focus is on the fundamentals of lan-

guage, history, math, science and the arts.  It is 

upon the knowledge of these disciplines that 

later information must be anchored.  For exam-

ple, the classical languages of Greek and Latin 

are included as well as the analysis of òwho, 

what, where, and when,ó at a time when 

memorization of facts is easy and fun. 
 

Dialectic Stage 
During this stage, which begins in the           

middle school years, concepts of formal and 

informal logic are taught in order to build upon 

the studentõs greater reasoning ability and in-

creased desire to ask questions about the infor-

mation gathered during the Grammar Stage.  

The student begins to recognize logical relation-

ships among facts and no longer sees the latter 

as two separate pieces of information.  The 

What Is Christian Education? 
 

     Christianity is a revealed religion and the 

God of the Old and New Testament has re-

vealed  Himself to us through Creation and His 

Word, the Bible.  The Scriptures give us some 

of Godõs foundational statements on exactly 

what constitutes education.  Proverbs 1:7 

states that òThe fear of the Lord is the begin-

ning of knowledge,ó while Mark 12:30 declares 

you are to òLove the Lord your God with all 

your heart and with all your soul and with all 

your mind and with all your strength.ó 

In relationship to Christ, the Apostle Paul tells 

us in Colossians 1:16-18 and 2:3 that òall things 

were created by Him and for Him.  He is before 

all things, and in Him all things hold together 

é in Whom are hidden all the treasures of wis-

dom and knowledge.ó  II Cor. 10:5 proclaims 

that we are to òtake captive every thought to 

make it obedient to Christ.ó  Lastly, according 

to I Corinthians 10:31, we are to understand 

that òwhether you eat or drink or whatever 

you do, do all for the glory of God.ó 

The Scriptures are clear that the very 

foundation of education is to consist of a 

loving reverence for God with all of oneõs 

heart and mind.  Christian education is by 

definition totally Christ -centered.   The 

student is directed to understand the 

world through the light of Christ and His 

Word, in Whom true wisdom and knowl-

edge are found, and for the glory of God 

alone!  Without this understanding and 

approach, òChristian educationó ceases to 

be Christian.  

analysis of òhowó and òwhyó is developed here, 

enabling the student to differentiate between 

sound and fallacious thinking. 
 

Rhetoric Stage 
This stage, corresponding to the high school 

years, synthesizes the information acquired dur-

ing the Grammar Stage and the reasoning skills 

developed during the Dialectic Stage.  It is here 

that the student progresses from merely under-

standing concepts and arguments to the ability 

to present them persuasively.  The student now 

learns that eloquent expression is as important as 

logical content.  During this period, the student 

may begin to concentrate on areas of personal 

interest in preparation for the òQuadrivium,ó 

when natural abilities will lead to specialization 

in mathematics, the sciences or humanities. 
 

Conclusion 
A student who has been afforded a classical edu-

cation at Geneva Academy will have acquired the 

formal knowledge, mental discipline and thinking 

skills necessary to tackle the difficulties associ-

ated with any area of specialization.  Since learn-

ing is a life-long pursuit, the true goal of the clas-

sical education at Geneva Academy is that of 

learning to learn for oneself. 

 

 

 

 

 


